
Essential Information on 
BEE1020 "Basic Mathematical Economics" 
 
1. Your are required to take this module if you enrol for one of the following 

programs: 
        

SH Economics,  SH Economics and Finance,  SH Economics and Geography, 
SH Economics and Statistics,  SH Management and Statistics. 

 
2. You are REQUIRED to participate in an INTRODUCTORY TEST on  
 

Thursday, 6th October,  01 - 02 p.m. 
in Streatham Court lecture theatre A. 

 
This test aims to identify those students who require additional help in basic 
mathematical skills frequently used in economics. You may bring any reference 
material to the test, including calculators and textbooks of any sort. 
 

3. The results of the test will be announced on Monday, 10th October on the notice 
board for first year undergraduate students. Marked scripts can be picked up on 

Monday, 10th October 01:00 p.m. in Streatham Court C. 
 
4. If you did not participate in the test or if you have less than 50 marks in the test 

you will have to attend the supplementary classes in weeks 2 - 5 (starting on 
Monday, 10th October), three times a week, on 

Monday 01:00 p.m. – 02:00 p.m. in Streatham Court C 
     Tuesday 12:00 a.m. – 01:00 p.m. in Amory 417 

& Thursdays 01:00 – 02:00 p.m. in Streatham Court A 
(must attend all three days of the week). 

These supplementary classes are optional for students with 50 marks or above in 
the introductory test. 

 
5. Students below 60 marks (including those with 50 - 59 marks) on the initial test 

will have to participate in a second test covering similar materials on 
Thursday, 3rd November,  01:00 – 02:00 p.m. 

in Streatham Court A. 
If you do not score 50 marks or above in this test you are required to attend the 
supplementary classes in weeks 6 - 10, which will take place on 

Monday 01 – 02 p.m., Streatham Court C  
& Tuesdays 12 a.m. – 01 p.m., Amory 417 

 (must attend both days of the week). 
 
6. You will not be admitted to the examination and can hence not complete your 

studies successfully if you do not attend the tests or supplementary classes as 
required. 
 

(Please turn over.) 



 
7. Lectures and regular tutorials start in week 6. The first lecture to be attended by 

everybody will be on  
Thursday, 11th November 

From then on there will be weekly two-hour lectures every 
Thursdays, 01:00 p.m. – 03:00 p.m. in Streatham Court lecture theatre A. 

 
8. The recommended textbook for the course is 

Sydsaeter, Hammond : Essential Mathematics For Economic 
Analysis, Prentice Hall / Financial times, 2005 

The book will be available in the Campus bookstore. Please work through 
Chapter 1 (functions and their graphs, limits and continuity) and Appendices A1 
and A2 (algebra) in this textbook or read corresponding material in an alternative 
textbook on your own since most of this material will not be covered in the 
lecture. Lecture material can be downloaded from the WEB site 

http://www.ex.ac.uk/~dgbalken/BME/BME.html 
 

9. The regular weekly classes start on Tuesday, 09th November or Thursday, 11th 
November.  They are scheduled as follows: 

Group 1: Tuesdays, 09:00 – 10:00 a.m., Streatham Court E  
Group 2: Tuesdays, 10:00 – 11:00 a.m., Streatham Court E 
Group 3: Thursdays, 11:00 – 12:00 a.m., Streatham Court C 
Group 4: Thursdays, 12:00 – 13:00 a.m., Streatham Court D  

Please check the undergraduate noticeboard to see which group you are 
assigned to. It is your responsibility to ensure that you are assigned to a class and 
that you can attend it. If your name is not on the list or if there is an overlap with 
your other courses please contact the undergraduate support office in room 102.  



Timetable  
 
 

   Welcome test 
Thursday, 6 October, 01 – 02 p.m., Streatham Court lecture theatre A 

 
 60 - 100 marks 50 - 59 marks  0 - 49 marks 
 
 

Supplementary classes 
Monday, 10 October – Thursday, 3 November 
Monday 01:00 – 02:00 

 in Streatham Court lecture theatre C 
     Tuesdays 12:00 a.m. – 01:00 p.m. in  
      in Amory 417  
     Thursdays 01:00 p.m. – 02:00 p.m. 

in Streatham Court lecture theatre A 
(must attend all three days of the week). 

 
      (Supplementary classes are 
      optional to all other students.) 
 
 

  Halloween/Thanksgiving test 
       Thursday, 3 November, 01:00 – 02:00 p.m., Streatham Court A 

 
     50 - 100 marks  0 - 49 marks 
 
 
Lectures 
Thursdays, 10 November - 8 December 
 01:00 p.m. – 03:00 p.m. 

in Streatham Court lecture theatre A  
(must attend). 
 
Tutorials 
Tuesday, 09 November – Thursday, 08 December  Monday, 07 November – Tuesday, 06 December 
Attend one of:       Monday 01 – 02 p.m., Streatham Court C 
Tuesdays, 09:00 – 10:00 a.m., Streatham Court E  Tuesdays 12 – 01 p.m., Amory 417  
Tuesdays, 10:00 – 11:00 a.m., Streatham Court E   (must attend both days of the week) 
Thursdays, 11:00 – 12:00 a.m., Streatham Court C 
Thursdays, 12:00 – 13:00 a.m., Streatham Court D 

 
 
 
   January exam (counts 40% to the final grade) 
   Week of 23 – 27 January 2006 (time & venue TBA) 

 
 

(Please turn over.) 
 
 



 
 
   January exam (40 marks in total) 
   Week of 23 - 27 January 2006 (time & venue TBA) 
 
    20 - 40 marks          16 - 19 marks     0 - 15 marks 
 
 
 
 
 
Lectures       Supplementary classes 
Thursdays, 12 January - 16 March 2006   Monday, 30 January – Tuesday, 21 February 
 01:00 p.m. – 03:00 p.m.     Monday 01 – 02 p.m., Streatham Court C 
 in Streatham Court lecture theatre A    Tuesdays 12 – 01 p.m., Streatham Court D 
(must attend)        (must attend both days of the week) 

 
 
Tutorials 
Tuesday, 10 January – Thursday, 16 March 2006  Resurrection test (40 marks in total) 
Attend one of:       March 2006 (time & venue TBA) 
Tuesdays, 09:00 – 10:00 a.m., Streatham Court E 
Tuesdays, 10:00 – 11:00 a.m., Streatham Court E   16 - 40 marks  0 - 15 marks 
Thursdays, 11:00 – 12:00 a.m., Streatham Court C 
Thursdays, 12:00 – 13:00 a.m., Streatham Court D 
 
 
 
 Revision Lectures    Supplementary review classes 
 late April / May 2006    late April - May 2006 
 one hour per week    2 to 3 hours a week 

 
(precise schedules TBA)   (precise schedules TBA) 

 
      (Supplementary review classes are 

        optional to all other students.) 
 
 

  Final exam (counts 60% to the final grade) 
   Late May or June 2006 (time & venue TBA) 
 
 
 



Dieter Balkenborg
O¢ ce : 49 Streatham Court

Department of Economics

University of Exeter

d.g.balkenborg@exeter.ac.uk

http://www.ex.ac.uk/�dgbalken

Welcome to 03 October 2005

Basic mathematical economics (BEE1020)

| Frequently asked questions

Q : Why do we have to learn maths (and stats)? We are economists, not mathematicians !

A : High school level economics = pleasant chat.

University level economics = applied mathematics.

Minimal level of mathematical knowledge is essential for successful completion of

any economics-related degree.

N.B. This was not the case until a few decades ago, so some people in your parents�

generation might not understand the importance of mathematical skills in relation

to economics. It is only the most recent decade or two when the emphasis on the

quantitative side of economics (and other social sciences as well) has rapidly grown,

partly as a consequence of the advancement in computing technology.

Q : Are we supposed to learn di¢ cult mathematics ?

A : No. The level of mathematics we deal with, is only very basic. After all, we need

just enough mathematics in order to catch up with the most recent advancement in

economics.

Q : Does �Welcome Test�on the 6th of October a¤ect my �nal grade on BEE1020 ?

A : No. As long as you do not keep cutting classes/tests, you will be admitted to the

formal examinations in January and in June which solely determine your �nal course

grade.

Q : What happens if I fail to take the Welcome Test on the 6th of October ?

A : If you do not take the test, it will be interpreted as 0 marks and hence you will be

required to attend the supplementary classes.
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The same applies to Halloween/Thanksgiving Test on the 3rd of November : if you

are required to take it and nevertheless do not, your score will be regarded as 0 and

hence you will be required to attend the supplementary classes thereafter until early

December.

(Note that the only way you can notbe required to take the Halloween/Thanksgiving

Test is to score 60+ in the Welcome Test.)

Q : What if I score below 50 in the Welcome Test and am therefore required to attend the

supplementary classes, and nevertheless do not attend these supplementary classes ?

A : If you cut one of the supplementary classes, nothing will happen � we will look it

over. We do not make a big fuss about �human imperfection.�

If you cut two classes, we will give you a warning. Please always pay attention to the

�rst-year notice board. At this point, only your student ID number will be posted,

so no one else but yourself will know about the warning.

If you cut classes three times, we will post a warning on the notice board with your

full name.

If you cut classes four times, you will be required to attend the supplementary classes

in weeks 6 through 10 (in November through early December) irrespective of how

you do in the test on the 3rd of November.

Then, if you repeat cutting supplementary classes in November, you will be very

cordially asked to either repeat your �rst year or pack up and leave Exeter.

Q : What if I attend supplementary classes in October and then score below 50 in

Halloween/Thanksgiving Test, attend supplementary classes through November and

December, and still remain rather weak in maths ?

A : Work as hard as you can during the Christmas vacation, and take the January exam

anyway. This exam counts for 40% of your �nal course grade, so give it a serious try.

If you score below 16 marks out of 40 in this exam, we will ask you to attend yet

another installment of supplementary classes in February (this applies irrespective

of how you did in October and November, that is, anyone who scores below 16 in

the January exam must attend supplementary classes in February).

Q : Should I attend supplementary classes when I am not required to ?

A : If your score in the Welcome Test is between 50 and 59, you may want to, as anyone

below 60 marks in the Welcome Test will have to take the next test in November to

see whether they must sit through the supplementary classes in November. If your

score on the 6th of October is 60+, it is entirely up to you whether you still want to

take a look at what�s going on in supplementary classes. We do not strictly follow

2



up your attendance if you aren�t required to attend supplementary classes (that is,

if you have scored 50+ in the test), so you are welcome to attend selectively (that

is, you may show up only when you want to).

Q : How well do Welcome Test and Halloween/Thanksgiving Test predict my �nal

performance in upcoming January and June exams ?

A : The tests in October and November are to test how well you remember your high

school maths, whereas exams in January and June are to test how hard you have

worked during your �rst year at the university. So, naturally, there will be more

materials coming up in January and June exams which aren�t present in October

and November tests.

Q : I know I am not terribly good at mathematics. Would it be a wise strategy for

me not to take Welcome Test, or not to attend supplementary classes in October,

wait until formal lectures/classes start in November, and then start attending formal

lectures/classes and supplementary classes simultaneously ?

A : No. In October, when formal lectures/classes have not yet started, your work load is

low, so that�s the best time for you to attend supplementary classes if you have to.

In November you will be busy with formal lectures/classes (with lots of homework

and reading etc), therefore having to attend supplementary classes in addition will

give you a very high overall work load.

| Procedure

Your Welcome Test results are on the 1st-year notice board by Monday (10 October)

morning. Your results will be indicated by your student ID number if you provide a valid

one; otherwise it will be indicated by your full name.

� If your test score is below 50 marks (if you do not take the test or if you fail to
identify yourself on your test script your score will be regarded as 0 marks) you

are required to attend supplementary classes starting at 01:00 p.m. on Monday, 10

October.

� If your score is 50 to 59, you are not formally required to attend supplementary
classes during October but are required to take another (similar) test on Thursday,

3 November at 1 o�clock.

� If your score is 60+ you are not formally required to attend supplementary classes
during October through December, and also exempt from the test on 3 November.
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The approximate timetable for supplementary classes during October and early November

is as follows.

Monday, 10 October, 01 - 02 p.m.: You may collect your test script. Arithmetics I

Tuesday, 11 October, 12 - 01 p.m.: Arithmetics II.

Thursday, 13 October, 01 - 02 p.m.: Arithmetics III.

Monday, 17 October, 01 - 02 p.m.: Arithmetics IV

Tuesday, 18 October, 12 - 01 p.m.: Algebra I.

Thursday, 20 October, 01 - 02 p.m.: Algebra II.

Monday, 24 October, 01 - 02 p.m.: Algebra III

Tuesday, 25 October, 12 - 01 p.m.: Functions and Graphs I.

Thursday, 27 October, 01 - 02 p.m.: Functions and Graphs II.

Monday, 31 October, 01 - 02 a.m.: Di¤erentiation I.

Tuesday, 1 November, 12 - 01 p.m.: Di¤erentiation II.

Thursday, 3 November, 01 - 02 p.m.: Halloween test.

Thereafter, a similar procedure continues : the results of the 3 November test will be made

available on Monday, 7 November early morning, and if your score is below 50 you will

be required to attend another instalment of supplementary classes commencing on the

Monday, 7 November at 01 p.m. in room SC E.

Meanwhile, the �rst formal lecture (to be attended by all students taking BEE1020)

will be on Thursday, 10 November, 01 - 03 p.m.
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